IFSW Europe – 2016 Delegates Meeting - Zagreb
Report by Ian Johnston - Representative to the European Social Platform, ENS4Care and EURORDIS
Summary of Work Undertaken:
European Social Platform:  www.socialplatform.org 

IFSW Europe is a full member of the European Social Platform (SP) which is a civil society alliance of 50 Pan European networks of NGO’s fighting for social justice and participatory democracy and campaigning to ensure that EU policies are developed in partnership with people they affect, respect fundamental rights and promote solidarity. 

Members of the Platform represent more than 2,800 individual national organisations, associations and other voluntary groups at local, regional and national level in every Member State.

Based in Brussels close to the European Parliament the SP has successfully lobbied the Commission and Parliament about a range of issues of concern to social workers and those using our services. 

IFSW Europe pays an annual membership fee and the SP reimburses expenses we incur attending Steering Group Meetings and General Assemblies (8 per year) and participating in networking meetings with EU member countries assuming responsibility for the European Presidency. 

The SP generates a considerable volume of correspondence and currently has 6 Task Forces addressing: Access to Services (TTIP & TISA; Criminalising Solidarity), EU Internal Strategy to Promote Human Rights, European Governance, EU Social Standards, EU Structural Funds and Public Procurement. 

At the last 2 IFSW European Delegates Meetings members have been appointed to serve on a small working group designated the Social Platform Team (SPT). The Team, which generally communicates by email and SKYPE conference, currently comprises myself, IFSW Europe’s Brussels based Representative, Dalė Kabašinskaitė, Fran McDonnell from the UK, John Brennan from Ireland, Graça André from Portugal, Mira Antonyan from Armenia, Nicolai Paulsen from Denmark and Ana Radulescu from Romania.

To facilitate the management of the complex range of work that the Platform and our developing partnerships with other organisations give rise to, 3 sub-groups of the SPT linked to Pillars 1 -3 of the accompanying Social Platform 2016 Work Programme were established this year.  

As it was considered relevant to her responsibility to link with EAPN, Fran was charged with taking the lead in relation to Pillar 1, John, Pillar 2, which includes the financing of social services and Graca Pillar 3, which is concerned with Human Rights and of course links to her responsibilities as Europe's representative on the Global HR Commission. 

Dale and I have attempted to maintain an overview of all of the work that the Platform are undertaking that is relevant to social work, as I have been representing IFSW Europe at their Steering Group meetings and Dale attends Taskforce and other Platform meetings when travel and expenses for delegates from outwith Brussels are not being met.

I participated in a Social Platform Networking Conference at The Hague on 17th November in the wake of the Paris atrocity and was able to express our concern about the vulnerability of young unemployed people across Europe to exploitation, including radicalisation and the need to invest in jobs. I attempted to involve the Dutch social work association we are in touch with in this event but they were holding a conference on the same day. However they are now considering joining IFSW.

The Social Platform requested members to indicate how they intended contributing to the Platform’s 2016 Work Programme and IFSW Europe’s response to this request is also attached. The SPT would welcome any observations members wish to make on the contents of these. 

ENS4Care: 

John, Fran, Dale and I continued to work closely with the European Federation of Nurses (EFN) to finalise our input to ENS4Care, the 2 year EU funded project led by the European Federation of Nurses (EFN) to develop the use of ICT to support people challenged by illness or disability and consider how this initiative might be taken forward. 

On 8th September John and I led a workshop on the project at the IFSW European Conference in Edinburgh and on 9th October I delivered a keynote presentation on it and the social work perspective on integrated care to a Nurses' Conference in Lodz, Poland. 

On 8th December Dale, accompanied by myself and Fran, spoke about the issues for social workers at the ENS4Care Final Conference in the European Parliament and the following day Fran and I met with EFN to discuss the dissemination of information about the project and the sustainability of this initiative.

In January EFN invited IFSW Europe to participate in 2 further bids for EU Funding under the Horizon 2020 Programme and following consideration by the Executive Committee and intensive work with EFN The first of these is for a 2 year project concerned with the development of IT/ICT skills within the nursing and social care workforce both during professional and post qualifying training. 

The other partners in this bid are:  

European Federation of Nurses Associations

European Union of General Practitioners, 

Pharmaceutical Group of the European Union

European Foundation for Physiotherapy and Physical Activity

European Nursing Research Foundation

European Association Working for Carers (Eurocarers). 
The second bid concerns funding for a 4 year project to develop Integrated Health and Social Care Services.

The other partners in the second bid are:

European Nursing Research Foundation 

European Hospital and Healthcare Federation

European Union of General Practitioners

European Federation of Nurses Associations

Pharmaceutical Group of the European Union

European Foundation for Physiotherapy & Physical Activity

European Association Working for Carers 

European Institute of Women’s Health

If these bids are successful IFSW Europe will secure funding to engage staff to carry out the developmental work that will be required.  

The bidding processes for funding of this nature are fiercely competitive and IFSW Europe has had to sign a legal undertaking not to release details of the bids until a decision about funding has been made. 

However further details about the projects will be made available at the Delegates Meeting.
EURORDIS: 

EURORDIS is a patient-driven alliance of organisations and individuals working together to improve access to information and services for people suffering from rare diseases and their families or informal carers. It was founded in 1997 and is supported by its members and by the AFM-Telethon, the European Commission, corporate foundations and the health industry. EURORDIS represents 695 patient organisations in 63 countries providing a voice to the approximately 30 million people living with rare diseases in Europe alone.

IFSW Europe and EURORDIS have been working together to promote awareness about rare diseases amongst the social care workforce and the need for social services support for people living with a rare disease and their families as well as educating sufferers about the help that social workers can offer people of all ages at times of crisis. Guidelines for the Training of Social Workers and other care staff have been produced and joint workshops were delivered at the Courage in Social Work Conference in Helsinki and I hosted EURORDIS representatives from Norway and Romania in Edinburgh and delivered a joint presentation with them at the IFSW Conference in Edinburgh last year. A Memorandum of Understanding between the 2 organisations has now been signed and IFSW Europe have been awarded complimentary places at conferences EURORDIS are holding in Sweden and in Edinburgh in June and we are doing a joint poster presentation at the latter one of these events.   
Miscellaneous:
At the invitation of the EU on 12-14th October I attended a 3 day conference in Luxembourg to consider the capacity of Europe to respond to an Ebola epidemic. Of the 200 people present there was only 1 other delegate who had something to do with social work and the event was dominated by health professionals. 

I pointed out that, in addition to the crisis intervention activities there would be very specific roles for social workers to undertake such as arranging substitute care for older people and dependent adults and protecting such individuals from the exploitation which can arise in the aftermath of civil disasters and stressed the need to acknowledge how overstretched social workers already are.

I would suggest that member organisations consider engaging with their counterparts in health and emergency services to discuss their readiness to manage such events should they arise.

Assisted by Fran and Dale I coordinated the planning for the WSWD celebration in Brussels which attracted 117 participants. The full texts of presentations and issues arising from them will be circulated to members. 

Ian Johnston                                  28th April 2016
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