To imerican Association of Social Workers ,
I70,5ast 22nd Street ,
New Y&'k - RCYQ : Praha’ TeI241087.

Dear Mr, Anderson 4

it must be a yesr or more since T last wrote you , That does not mean
that our Internmational Secretariet has been idle, On the contrary s I
heve carried on = large correspondence with other countries in need
of heflp or advise from the Secretarist . In the summer of T946 we had
& visit from a large group of French and Belgian social workers , amd
I ean assure you my hands were pretiy full for the time . The pity is
that I can work as secretary only in my spare time - which 18 very ,
very limited, Since I mm 2 teacher in the State School of Social
Mﬁealthwmmm, I@MW&%Wﬁwwmmm
Secretariat
Tﬁiulankettm 1sdeplarab1e2mtem&m 3 uaxehmaiaths
political amesyizez'e There is incessent condlict between East and
West , together with the pressure exerted on ue by the Trade Unionss
The main objeet of the Trade Unions beéng to destroy all professional
organisations which are not orgenised within the Trade Uniam. In cone
sequence , the Czechoslovak Association of Social Workers - 1s kept
stegnant . Yet 4 work of such importance =& ours should surely be
 encoireged , mot murdered , as it is here. Our position touched
rock-bottom last September when a delegation projected a visit to the
Netherlends to participate in the Internetional Preparstory Conference
of Soeial Work The Czechoslovakian lidnistry of Social Welfere advised
all its departments to refuse us letters of recommendatden as regards
both the Passpert Authorities and the Natiémel Bank . Few days before
the Conference wes due to begin , the situstion for us seemed hopeless
mditmdismm inthegmmt « T was informed by the Heed
cchange-departgment of the Natiomal Barmk that this interdiction
mthepaﬂ@mmmsmofmialwﬂtmmmmw
ewimﬁss but of political anmtagonism . Tt was only at the
%wmmmmzwmabxewgatwpmmmm start
for the Netherlands,
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To Asnerdcan Associstion
of Soeial Workers,

Accomdingly , it wes out of the quetfon for us to invite all ow mewe
bers to come to the Hague to diseuss the p&ﬂiﬁ& of the I«PsSeSeWe
However , we managed to aarsnge one meeting , the reeult of vhich is
described in the mirnted enclosed , in French andﬁmgliabf; both
ghould be read . :

The discusgion concerned 3

1/ The necessity of creating a central Association of Social Workers
in every country / as in U.S.A « ; Czechoslovakia eoic / ond of orga-
nising an International Committee at the Head s :
2/ The reorganisstion of the I«BeS+5.Ws

3/ The arrangements for the excharge of socisl wokhwes,

In the eourse of this discussion #t was clear that the trained
social worker hed a deep interest in these questions and was cone
vinced of the advisability of supporting the afforts of the I.PeS+3.Ws
The Secretariat must be rveorganised into sz strong international sesos
ciation able to deal with all questions affeeting our work .

The next meeting is fixed for Atlantie City during the Internations 1
Confergnce of Social Work becanae our symbisaia with this- m&ilatim
is very close,

Unfortunately , there is practiecslly no pmimity of our- gatting
to the Us8.,4A, We lack dollars , everywhere in Burope , 8o that there
is no likelihood of England , Czechoslovskia , Luxemburgh ; France ,
Italy ete being represented at the Atlantie City Conference « urs .
Knight has said that the Americen Associstion of Sochal Workere has
the intention of inviting seme foreign collesgues over for the meetings
The idea 15 most gensrous end we highly appreciaste it o T -cammot
tell you how much , in this part of Hurcpe 5 we lomg to come over

to the UsSeds to see your courhry , your methods of work y your great
progress in the social field of work. Yet, we should have to beg you
to e umwnaawmmusmtmlyﬁthbmmﬁwm

but with the fare ae well , and evem with pocket money | To confess
how poverty stricken we ere at the moment is painful for me , and
the soddest chapter of my writing., If M¥rs. Knight is right and you
intend to invite some delegates from Burope , T would beg you to
emmmmammwmcmmnumww




To Amerdcna Assoeistion
of Seocial Workers.

in evary comntry ome or two / not more/ of the most highly qualiﬁ.ed

and experienced social W s end supply them with the means ne-
cesssry for the yodrney . Wiis , of course , for you to do as you think
best o I venture to give you this modest advise on behalf of poverty-
gtricken Turope . o

And the di:tfim:.lty is not only finanecial. There ie the problem of the
passport end the visas. We chall hope that ¢ if any of us ere invited
{rom here o we shall be helped by Mp. Milton Fried , the scveial-service
attaché =t the American Fmbassy , Pregue. A2 yet 4 we heve  had no
ccontanct with him but we are glad he is here ani hope to get in
touch with him very soon .

ry Mevin A. Glaser of the Americen Sed Cross , Washingten s kindly
ca:lledonmattmﬁagut. Wehavaalmgtalaandlmnmum#w
his sdvise,

Properly trained social workers zre m‘wing in mmbers everywhera ,
although , a8 is elear at every internatiomal conference , nanstrai-~
ned people have the chief influence. Yet the future iz oure , and it
is our hope and determination to remove nll obstacles creating a pro-
fession composed of cultured , highly intelliment : efﬁciant and ca=
pable members .

 Yours very truldy
JUDP Be W§ékwé~Proke§M

PeSe I am forwerding you 7 enclosures a8 sent to all pruen‘t at the
Hemue meeting . :



