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Current Employment 
 
2009 – Current: Director of Allied Health, Specialist Mental Health Service 
(SMHS), Canterbury District Health Board (CDHB). 
 

• Represent the allied health professions at SMHS Leadership level, in strategic planning, 
policy development, quality and risk activities, service delivery and service development 
initiatives. 

• Professional leader and line manager of clinical leaders for Social Work, Psychology, 
Occupational Therapy, Dietetics, Physiotherapy, Speech Language Therapy and 
Psychotherapy. 

• Lead SMHS’s Psycho-social response and recovery activities post earthquakes. 

• Represent SMHS in cross sectorial post EQ Recovery forums including chair of Psycho-
social sub-committee. 

• Member of South Island Mental Health Alliance (allied health perspective) 

• Member of Canterbury Mental Health Leadership Group 

• Undertake professional reviews as required 

• Act as Expert witness for NZ Social Workers Registration Board. 
 

2016 – Current: Seconded into role of Clinical Leadership, Recovery and 
Wellbeing, Canterbury District Health Board (CDHB). 

 
Previous Work Experience: 
 
2008 – 2009– 0.5 Project Manager / 0.5 Allied Health Professional Leader, 
SMHS, CDHB 
 
2007 – 2008 Project Manager, Specialist Mental Health Services (SMHS), CDHB 

 
2004 – 2007: Clinical Co-ordinator (full time) South Adult Community 
Psychiatric Services, CDHB, Christchurch 
 

2002 – 2004: Clinical Co-ordinator (full time) Family Mental Health Services, 
CDHB, Christchurch 
 

2000 – 2002: Social Work Case manager (full time), Family Mental Health 
Services, CDHB, Christchurch 
 
1998 – 2000: Social Worker Counsellor (part time), Lyndhurst Day Hospital, 
Healthlink South, Christchurch 

 
1991 – 1998 : Social worker – Mental Health and Women’s Health, Southern 
Health, Invercargill. (initially part time increasing to full time in 1992)  
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1979 – 1982 : Social Worker (full time), Department of Social Welfare, 
Invercargill. 

 
Community Service 
 

2014 – Current: Chair Board of Trustees for Mental Health Education and 
Resource Centre 
 
1982 – 1992 : Volunteer Inaugural Co-ordinator of Invercargill Womens’ Refuge  
 
1989 – 1991 : Elected Board member of the Southland Area Health Board 
 
1990 – 1998 : Foundation member of the Children and Young Person’s Care and 
Protection Resource Panel, Invercargill  
 

Professional Service & Accountabilities 
 

Current Full Member of Aotearoa New Zealand Association of Social Workers 
(ANZASW)  

• National President 2003 – 2010, 2016 

• Board Member, ANZASW 2016 - current 

• Awarded Life Membership 2010  
International Federation of Social Workers (IFSW) 

• 2014 – Current: IFSW Vice – president, Asia Pacific Region. 
 
2006 – Present – Registered Social Worker under the Social Workers 
Registration Act 2003 with current APC. 
 
Conference presentations 

• Keynote Speaker at ‘Strength in Unity’ Conference, Sydney, 2008 

• Keynote Speaker at Japanese Social Work Symposium, Tokyo, 2009 

• Keynote Speaker, IFSW Asia Pacific Regional Conference, Tokyo, 2011 

• Co-presenter at Australasian Disasters Management Conference, Brisbane 2011 

• Co-presenter at Australasian Natural Hazards Conference, Christchurch, 2012 

• Co-presenter at Allied Health Conference, Christchurch 2012 

• Presenter at World Association of Disaster and Emergency Management (WADEM) 
Regional Conference, Leeston, Dulles County, USA October 2012 

• Presenter at WADEM International Conference, Manchester UK, May 2013 

• Presenter at IFSW Asia Pacific Regional Conference, Manila, June 2013. 

• Presenter at ANZASW Conference, Christchurch, November 2014 

• Presenter at IFSW Asia Pacific Regional Conference, Bangkok 2015 

• Co-Presenter at People in Disasters Conference, Christchurch, February 2016 

• Presenter at IFSW Conference in Seoul, Hong Kong 2017 
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• Presenter at IFSW Asia Pacific Conference, Shenzhen, China 2017. 
 
 

Guest Lectures  
2011 –  Post Graduate paper, Queensland University of Technology, Brisbane. 

• Disaster management – Experiences and learnings from the Canterbury 
Earthquakes 

2012 – Queensland  University of Technology, Brisbane, 2012. 

• Psychosocial recovery – Experiences and learnings from the ongoing Canterbury 
Earthquakes 

2015 – Canterbury University, Christchurch, New Zealand 

• IFSW – Global, Regional and local roles, responsibilities and work plans 
2018 – World Social Work Day, United Nations, Bangkok, Thailand 

• Social Work and the UN Sustainable Development Goals 

 
Professional Qualifications 

• Diploma in Teaching 

• Trained Teachers Certificate 

• Diploma in Social and Community Work 

• Diploma in Maori 

• Post Graduate Diploma in Social Welfare (Distinction) 
 


